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MONDAY Suddenly Labor Day appears on the calendar scene 


and once again we have to settle down after a summer 

ha’, { 1SUGGEST THAT THE FIRST Of outdoor activity to resume mundane things. Where 
ORES SAT did the time go is the usual question. Now the need 
Cee ON ney to replenish the learning process rears its head as 


eee ena start again. The first school day seemed to 


be endless with confusion, full of resentment that the 
need for more education interrups our desire for 
pleasure. Soon the "grind" becomes bearable as we 
expand our knowledge and settle down until next sum- 
mer. Teachers also were suffering though we, as stu- 
dents, were oblivious to their plight. We hope that 
the new batch of students at the "Voc" school will 
enjoy working on our little circular as those have 

in the past. We extend greetings to our Townsfolk 
and school children as we enter upon another season 
of "Crimpville Comments". 
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Coaneuase 


District School %° § 


First class at South Grammar School 


District School ay 4 in South Bellingham appears on the 1830 to 


the 1888 map on the West side of South Main street at Crooks Corner. 
The original wooden building shown below was replaced by a brick building 
that became the annex to the Warren Whiting estate. It took 20 oxen to 
move it to this site. The date is unknown. In 1889 this brick school 
was referred'to as the "CITY" school. 
eres cmagea At the March meeting in 1895 the 
NE i Hiei SM PE A eee ee )§6©6tCOWN voted to build a new school at 
"south village". Land was bought 
from Ann Mathews for $105.00 and on 
Feb. 3, 1896 this two room school 
opened its doors. Pictured on front 
page. 
In 1898 the old brick building was 
sold for $132.00. 
Otis Whitney & Son were awarded the 
contract amounting to $3006.50. 
Total cost with furnishings was 
$3863.43 


Old brick school house on South Main Street, in 
1969 across from Lou’s Market. 


: 
Original view Present view as a home. 


Then at the 1906 March meeting the town voted to add two more rooms at a 
cost of $7247.25. Ichabod Cook & Sons were awarded the contract. It is 
interesting to note that mention was made by the building Committee of how 
Mr. Perkins "materially lightened the duties of the secretary by sending 
messages by his telephone--". Problems were ever present even then with 
State dictated specifications that added much to the construction cost! 
They even repaired the old furnace at a considerable saving to the town. 
The cellar was enlarged, cemented and a new foundation wall was built. 
These four rooms provided space for 160 pupils besides two smaller rooms 
in front. See picture of finished building on next page. 

The town decided that a committee of three would be better to handle this 
affair instead of the large one used in 1895! Henry W. Pickering, Chairman 
Clarence A. Crooks, secretary and Hadley D. Perkins, third member. 
A contract to grade the school grounds was let to Stephen E. Scott for, $50. 
They advertised for bids for either concrete or wood construction with 
only one bidder responding. He offered to build of wood for the same price 
as for concrete and the committee decided "not to take chances with the 
new material,(concrete) especially as the old building was of wood constru- 
ction". Note the bell in the aah beh? and the tall flagpole. 


THE SOUTH SCHOOLHOUSE AT CROOKS’ CORNER 


South Grammar School 


Can you find? Charlotte Rhodes, 
Albert Paquin, Mildred Unwin, 
Irma Crooks, Eloise Rhodes,Harriet 
Whiting, Clarence Leland, Laura 
Richards, Raymond ‘Bud’ Mowry 
and Harold Burr. 


From a child's eyeviewpoint he 
can reduce impressions of old 
age, etc. to utter simplicity, 


such as: 


his definition of an 


‘In later years the building was completely 


altered with the addition of four more rooms 
|and the removal of the bell tower. 

View at left shows the drastic change. 
‘Pupil capacity was doubled to 320. 


BITING RETORT: The science class was 
having its final exam and one of the 
questions read: "Which are the last 
teeth to appear in the human mouth ?" 
Answered quite simply by one alert 


ADULT: as “someone who's stopped youngster using only one word:"False". 


OES ea cearha in the middle." 


Flying Mother 
Owl In Tears 


Dear Abby: 
This morning I found lipstick all 
over the collar of my husband’s 
shirt. He tried to tell me it was to- 
mato juice. What would you do in 
a case like that?—Gwen 

Dear Gwen: I’d find out who the 
tomato was. 


District School 


No. 6 


No. 5 

This Seott» Hill school was 
located near Chestnut Street and was 
recorded in the Town Clerk's book for 
1851. It was a short lived district 
and appeared on the 1858 map only. 
This area was redistricted in 1806 
so pupils went to three other ones 
depending on their home area. 
Little is known of this school. 
This photo appears to be the old 
school by its design but this is 
not definite. 


No. 4 . 
appears on all maps from 

1830 through 1888 on the West side of 
~So. Main Street and North of North 
street. In 1889 it was called the 
"Chilson Hill" school. This was 
closed in 1902. Pupils went to other 
schools in the consolidation period. 
In the 1905 Town report it states 
that this school and the "Cary" 
school in Caryville were sold for 
$185.50. Do not know what happened 
to the building. 


MAYFLOWER SAILS FROM 
PLYMOUTH, ENGLAND -1@20 


»¥ (MISSED THE BOAT/ 
*_Y., [OUR DESCENDANTS WILL 
~~~’. NEVER FORGIVE US 
~~ v 


ie 


Courtesy of 
Rita Sawyer 


In 1889 this was called the"Wilcox" 
school,located off Lake Street. 
Originally,what is now Pulaski 
Boulevard, the road went on the 
other side of the building. 

On the 1830 map the school was loca- 
ted further north up on Lake street. 
Then it was moved to its present 
site. On Feb. 1h, 1896, pupils were 
sent to the new South school and the 
building was for sale. Finally sold 
in 1897 for $50.00. 

Thus District School #6 ended its 
service to the town. 

A little further West on what was 
known as Franklin street there is a 
Keystone Bridge. 


SHE KISSED THE 
HAIRBRUSH 


AND WHO'LL FORGET THE 
GREAT BURMA SHAVE SIGNS 
THAT WERE ALONG THE ROAD 


Norfolk, ss. You have seen this often on your Town Warrants and some have 
been puzzled as to just what does the "SS" stand for. In legal terms it 
serves notice that the Warrant was posted with a "Site to Serve" notice 

issued from "Norfalk County" as the principle designated area. 


Andrea Fiorina,otherwise known as "Toni Fiori", mentioned in the April,1973 
issue,was also a successful "Douser". That is a person who can find water 
by the old water witching method of using a forked stick. It is strange 
how it works and now we find men featured on TV who have been called in to 
locate water when all other ways fail. Participating in such a dousing 
hunt one day with a "professional" he had me hold one end of the forked 
stick as we walked along in search of water. Suddenly the stick twisted 
with a violent force in my hand and I was unable to prevent it from point- 
ing to the ground in spite of a firm grasp that made my hand sore afterwards. 
Unless you can get such an experience there is no way that you can perceive 
and feel the strange and powerful unseen force. There may be more of you 
who can "Douse" for water so get a forked stick, hold it tight in both hands 
and aim it ahead of you in a straight line and watch it snap suddenly and 
point to the ground! That's where the vein of water is to be found. 


"Betsy Ross" of Bellingham was honored for her dedication to flying the flag 
for many years by being presented an Amethyst pendant from the Bellingham 
Historical Commission on February ll, 1977. Chairman Jean Brennan made the 
presentation of the Amethyst pendant. Witnesses to the special event were 
Commission members Florence McCracken, Hilda Thayer, Rita Sawyer and a tape 
recording was made for posterity by John Lundvall. 


"Albee's Grove" was located on the south side of Hartford Avenue beside the 
Charles River at the Town Line on the Mendon side. Many good times were 
held there in the old days for residents of the area. Just a reminder in 
case you had forgotten | 


Historic Cemetery markers have been in place for some time. They are loca- 
ted as follows: #1 at North Bellingham, Hartford Avenue; #2 at the Scamm- 
ell cemetery off Depot Street; #3 at the Center cemetery off Mechanic St.; 
#h at Scott Cemetery of Center street; and #5 at the Wilcox cemetery off 
Lake Street. : 


"Rec'd the Crimpville Comments 
and enjoy them very much. I 
have been receiving them for 
some time. Was interested to 
hear about Kitty Carlisle. Does she know somebody from Bellingham ? 

Keep up the good work. Best wishes. Ralph G. White, Winthrop, Mass." 

In a later letter he relates a story about an incident that occurred at 

the gas station that he owned near the Center Baptist Church. Many times 
they were bothered after midnight by people who had run out of gas. In 

the wee hours one morning a horn kept blowing for attention. Ralph went 

to the door, turned the lights on and the power to operate the gas pump 

and signalled the man to help| himself ! "He just sat in the car and beck- 
oned me to come out and open the door for him. He was a strong man and a 
little under the 'influence'"! After opening the door for him, found out 
that he had yanked off the door handles when he tried to get out to gas up. 
Was a source of ridicule ever after! "P.S. Just received the Dec. Comments 
with the 1931 picture of the men's club. It was surprising how many have 
passed on. Best of luck and keep up the good work." 

Ralph also sent along a booklet on "Durgin Park in Boston", founded in 


1742 as a restaurant opposite Fanuel Hall. It contained famous recipes 
along with its history. Many eae Ralph. 


Editor’s Mailbox 


FIRST COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES 


of 
BELLINGHAM HIGH SCHOOL 


Class of 1939 


HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM 


THURSDAY, JUNE 29, 1939 


8 P. M. 
PROGRAM 

Processional School Orchestra 
Invocation Reverend Charles Moisan 
Salutatory J. Adelard Bernier, ’39 
“Forget-Me-Not” Giese-Fischer 
“Volga Boatmen’s Song” Boys’ and Girls’ Glee Club 
Selection School Orchestra 
Awarding of Prizes Daniel J. Breen, 
Chairman School Committee 

Special Legion Award Edward M. Reid 
“Come to the Fair” Martin 
“Cradle Song” Brahms 

Girls’ Glee Club 

Address to Graduates Martin F. O’Connor, President 
Framingham State Teachers’ College 

Presentation of Diplomas Daniel J. Breen 
Valedictory Jennie Zhawred 
Class Song Class of 1939 
Benediction Reverend C. E. Chamberlain 
National Anthem Assembly 
Recessional Class of 1939 


GRADUATES 
2 2s 


GIRLS 


Evelyn Boyle 

Constance Blanche Farley 
Blanche Evelyn Fitzpatrick 
Esther Margaret Foley 
Mary Genevieve Gigante 
Rita Stella Guerin 

Marion Elizabeth Hogarth 
Lola Loretta Meotti 

Helen Joan Mostek 

Jennie Zhawred 


BOYS 


Windsor Davis Bates 
Joseph Adelard Bernier 
Leo Cartier 

Virgilio Peter Forte 
Dante Innocente 
Stephen Nadolny 
Edgar Scott 

Albert James Spencer 
George Staples 


N EARNEST YOUNG PUPIL 
NAMED NATE 
RAN FOR SCHOOL AT A GOOD 


RAPID RATE ee 


HE WAS DOING 
JUST FINE 
TILL HE CAME TO 
THIS SIGN 


HE OBEYED 
AND GOT TO J 
SCHOOL LATE - 


BH 
HEAR LIES THE 
BODY OF PELITIAH 
SMITH DECEASED IN 
THE 7OTH YEAR OF 
HIS AGH IN SEPTEMBER 
THE 10 DAY IN THE YEAR 


ie 


Pelatiah Smith bought what later became a tavern south of St. Brendans 
church in 171). This had been built by Thomas Sanford around 1700. 
He and his two sons, James and Samuel, signed the petition founding 
the Town in 1719. He was the first Town Clerk in 1720. 
The Tavern burned sometime in the 1800's. Some of the timbers in the 
present building were from the original. In front of this place there 
is the well known "Franklin Stone" --"31 miles from Boston R S$ 1767" 
replacing the original that Franklin had put further North,in front 
of St. Brendans Churchy in 1753. Several generations of Smiths kept 
the Tavern. Some belonged to the Baptist church and Society Warrants 
were posted there. Pelatiah and his son James were blacksmiths. 
The Tavern was in use when Nathan Hale marched by on Jan. 20, ere 
It is possible that he stopped there for a refresher of rum along with 
the 11 recruits that he had with him on their way to Medfield. 
Smith is buried in the North Bellingham cemetery. 
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CHILDREN 


One night our boy made me provoked, 
When he ran down the path, 

And threw a stone at me, which broke 
a pane of window glass. 
I put him in his little bed, 
spanked him with my hand 
Until the sobbing youngster said "I'se 
papats little man." 

Of course I could no longer scold, but 
hugged him tround the neck, 

For he is only three years old, and 
we must not forget, 

That little children full of fun 
are born for us to love, 

And as we deal with little ones, so 
God will deal with us. 

And think of what this earth would 
be without its boys and girls, 

I don't believe you'd care to see 
such a lonesome, lonely world. 

Itd rather join a gypsy band and 
live in tents awhile, 

Than spend my life in mansions grand, 
without a little child. 

We know they run and shout until 
their neighbors they annoy, 

But don't a house seem deathly still, 
without a girl or boy 

To scamper up and down the stairs and 
litter up the floors, 

To drive the cat right off the chairs 
and chase her out of doors, 

To catch their toes beneath the rugs, 
and get some ugly falls, 

To be picked up and kissed and hugged, 
but never to be mauled, 

For little children aged three, a 
whipping sadly dread, 

So we should very patient be, and 
sometimes talk instead. 

Our youngster often worries me and 
gets me feeling blue, 

For he can very naughty be, but so 
can I be too. 

So if you have to punish them, as 
perhaps sometimes you may, 

Just think how patient God has been 
with you from day to day. 

He never flies into a rage, as 
earthly parents do, 

Nor beats you in the face or head, 
'til you are black and blue, 

He never tells you things untrue,'til 
faith in Him is dead, 

But comes and softly pleads with you, . 
and gives you daily bread. 

Just think of all the years He's plead 
for you to take his hand, 


Forsake the thoughtless life you've 
led, and be a real man. 


and 


The way He leads is always best, and 
if you really try, 

We will find truth and righteousness, 
and Heaven bye and bye. 

He knows that we are very weak, 
while He is great and strong, 

And promises if we will creep into 
His loving arms, 

That we will find the sweetest peace 
which mortal mind can know. 

That he will cure our human grief 
and happiness bestow, 
And when our spirits do ascend, to 
Heaven up above, : : 
He will not cease to be our friend, nor 
harshly punish us.. 

He loves the children of this earth, 
on every land and sea, 

And never asks who gave them birth, 
nor what their parents be ? 

They are the music of the streets, the 
sunshine of the home, 

And life would be not half as sweet, 
if children were unknown. 

So never beat a little child, but let it 
‘run and play, 

And when you're angry, wait awhile, 
'til wrath has passed away. 
I'd rather live in savage lands, 

the natives wild, 
Than trust my life with any man who 
beats a little child. 


among 


William C. Kenyon 1913 


Poet Laureate Kenyon resided in 
Bellingham during the 20's. Was a 
textile worker by trade. Was of 
English/Irish descent. His wife, Eva 
Wilson was a relative of President 
Woodrow Wilson. His poems were composed 
while he was in Maynard, Massachusetts. 
Believe he composed verse while in 
Bellingham but none have been found. 


Contributed by Florence McCracken,B.H.C. 
and relative of Eva Kenyon. 


